
Gulf of California Lunch Box

V
aquitas eat fish and

 squid
 that live on 

or near the ocean floor. Like all w
hales, 

vaquitas d
o not chew

 their food
.  

V
aquitas use their teeth to catch prey. 

They sw
allow

 their food
 w

hole. 

V
aquitas eat G

ulf croaker, sharpnose 
anchovies, and

 Panam
a brief squid

.   

G
ulf croakers (M

icropogonias m
egalops) 

 G
u

lf c
r

o
a

k
er 

Fish
Vaquita
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Sharpnose anchovies (A
nchoa ischana) 
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Sharpnose anchovies eat tiny anim
als 

called zooplankton. 

G
ulf croakers eat w

orm
s, fish, m

ussels, 
crabs, and shrim

p
. 

Squid

Panam
a brief squid

s eat Pacific sard
ines. This 

sm
all squid

 is only 3 inches (8 cm
 long). 

Panam
a Brief Squid (Lolliguncula panam

ensis)

This squid
 is life-size! 

3 inches

People eat m
any kind

s of shrim
p. Blue shrim

p are 
caught w

here the vaquitas live. The shrim
p are 

shipped
 to the United

 States and
 other countries. It is 

sold
 fresh, cooked

, d
ried

, and
 frozen. 

Blue Shrim
p

(Penaeus stylirostris)

Shrim
p
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Blue shrim
p are 9 inches (23 cm

). They 
live in the m

ud
 on the ocean floor
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