
Hi Kids! 

Take a look at this baby (see photo #1). Do you know what it is?

Did you know that some baby sea creatures look totally different from their adult form? It is 
true! I want to share a story with you about a baby scientists called Cerataspis monstrosa. This 
baby was discovered in the stomach of a mahi mahi (or dolphinfish) around 200 years ago. When 
the scientist found this weird looking creature, they had no idea what it was! They thought it 
looked like some type of sea monster so they named it C. "monstrosa."  

For 200 years, it was a "monster" mystery. However, just a few years ago I came across this 
baby while on a research cruise in the Gulf of Mexico. I was able to look at its DNA to help me 
identify it. Just as every person has a distinct fingerprint, every animal has distinct DNA. We 
look at the order of the DNA to determine the animal. This method of identification is called 
DNA barcoding. DNA barcoding helps identify these babies that look very different from their 
adult forms. 

After sequencing the DNA, I was able to identify the baby as a deep-sea red shrimp that lives in 
the Gulf of Mexico. (see photos) It’s scientific name is Plesiopenaeus armatus. Using this DNA 
barcoding technique, we were able to match the baby with the adult after 200 years! This was a 
very exciting discovery for us and shows how genetics and shrimp are super cool!

I better get back to studying deep-sea animals! 

“Sea” ya later!  
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Team Crustacean and Deep-Sea Explorer
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