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Hi Team,

I love to go out to sea. We are aboard the Research Vessel Point Sur (photo 1).  We travel 
many many miles from shore to do our research. We stay aboard the ship the entire 
time.

The R/V Point Sur is 135 feet (41 m) long. There are 15 scientists (photo 2) and 8 crew 
members on this research cruise. The scientists share rooms called cabins (photo 3).  
Depending on the cabin, we might have one roommate or as many as three. I’ve 
always been lucky enough to have really nice roommates.  

Captain Nick Allen and the crew members take care of the ship and get us where we 
need to do our research. Crew members also help us safely get our equipment in and 
out of the water.  

One of the crew members is the cook. The cook makes all our meals. Having someone 
else cook for me is one of the best parts of being at sea. The cook makes delicious 
meals. Plus, the cook ALWAYS makes dessert. Which I never eat at home, so it is a big 
treat.   

There are also plenty of snacks, which I also never eat at home (honest) (photo 4).  
Snacks are important because we trawl with nets at night. Someone (usually me) has 
to stay up and watch the monitor that’s recording the depth of the net. We do that to 
be sure it’s at the right depth and that it doesn’t hit the bottom.  To help us stay awake, 
and to reward ourselves for our hard work, we get to choose from all kinds of snacks. 

There are three labs (photo 5) aboard the ship for us to do our work. The worst part about 
being on a ship is that the ocean can get rough. Big waves rock the ship. That makes it 
hard to walk, sit in a chair, or sleep without having to hold on to something.  A rocking 
ship is really hard when I’m trying to do my work. Imagine trying to do a math problem 
while someone is constantly trying to tip you out of your chair.  Even worse, the chair is 
sliding across the floor!
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Tammy

It’s beautiful and exciting to be out at sea. But it’s hard because I have to leave 
behind my dogs (photo 5).  They probably don’t miss me nearly as much as I miss them 
because my friend takes care of them. She spoils them and even lets them sleep in her 
bed!  What would you miss if you went out to sea for a couple weeks? 

I was also wondering how could you figure out if the R/V Point Sur would fit in your 
classroom, lunchroom, or your playground? 

I better get back to work. Talk to you soon.
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Photo 1 

Photo 2
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Photo 3 

Photo 4 
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Dr. Tamara Frank aboard 
the R/V Point Sur in the lab
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